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VIRGINIA STATE LIBRARY: DEVELOPMENT OF 
ARCHIVES DEPARTMENT 

The past two years have been the most auspicious similar period that 
the archives have ever known. During that time, the old wooden shelving 
and its contents of bound magazines have been entirely removed from three 
sides of the Archives Room, and we now have the metal shelving and fur- 
nishings provided by an appropriation of the General Assembly of 1016. 
This equipment makes it possible to locate instantly any desired classifica- 
tion of material and we are gradually working into the Archives Room as 
much of the manuscript material as possible, — with the ultimate object 
of assembling all of it in one room, — which is a real "workshop" and 
into which all users of manuscripts are required to come for the examina- 
tion of such documents. A decided step towards this ultimate was the 
fact that the wooden "counter," with its contents of bound newspapers, 
was removed from the Archives Room last fall and tables and chairs 
were installed, in order that the user of the achives might have the docu- 
ments right at his elbow, as well as the assistance of the archivist in the 
matter of explanation, or the location of supplemental material ; and since 
the First of October, 1917, no manuscripts have been permitted to leave 
the Archive Room, — except for use in the Librarian's office, when the 
archivist goes to his dinner, — as there is no deputy to keep the room open, 
when the archivist is off duty. 

A Register of Users, wherein those who make use of the contents 
of the Department are requested to register, enables us to give indis- 
putable evidence that such-and-such a number of persons make actual use 
of the archives, while a record is kept of the material used, so that it is 
known what classifications are most in demand and which, therefore, 
should be made most completely available and most easily accessible. 
Printed forms for the convenience and guidance of the users and a "code" 
of rules and regulations will in due course be developed, as incidents and 
demands from time to time demonstrate the desirablity of such accessories. 

The experiment of the session ioi6-'i7 with the senior history stu- 
dents of the local colleges as "archival apprentices" developed, during the 
session just closed, a class of twelve of these apprentices from Westhampton 
College, whose services were utilized to assort and identify papers which 
were indeterminate as to classification and status, — legislative petitions 

The Legislative Petition File (after being re-arranged in one contin- 
uous chronology from 1773 to 1865, — instead of having an individual 
chronology under the name of each county) has been fully indexed under 
the names of the counties from which these petitions were presented to 
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the General Assembly. As soon as the papers of this classification which 
have strayed into other files of papers shall have been assembled, the 
whole file will be checked against the Journals of the House, — after 
which they will be indexed in such a manner that it will be possible to 
at once hand to the investigator every petition in regard to any subject, 
county, or locality, involved in these papers. 

As the result of an appropriation for binding by the General Assem- 
bly of 1916, there are now available in bound form the personal property 
books from the Counties of Accomac to Craig (alphabetically), — these 
being a portion of the material deposited in the Library by the State 
Auditor and listed in the Library Bulletin of January, 1914. The portion 
indicated is now bound in volumes and lettered and listed in alphabetical 
and serial order, — the individual chronology of each county also appear- 
ing under that name, — so that the desired volume is instantly available, 
whether for the genealogical purpose of locating an individual in a certain 
county at a specific date, or for forming a proper estimate of the economic 
or financial status of the county under consideration. And it is most 
encouraging to be able to say that the General Assembly of 1918 made a 
further appropriation for binding for the years 1918 and 1919, which, — 
amongst other things, — will enable us to bind this file of personal prop- 
erty books well on to one-half of the material (alphabetically), — so it is 
estimated. 

The other acts, concerning the Library, which were passed by the 
General Assembly of 1918 are : 

(a) A "permissive" "Act to allow public officials in Virginia, both 
State and local, to deposit records in the Virginia State Library" ; a copy 
of which act, together with a circular letter, was recently sent by the 
Librarian to the clerk of each of the counties, — and, while we do not 
expect to secure any great amount of material as a result of this enact- 
ment, yet I think that there is little doubt but that there will be a very 
satisfactory and an encouraging beginning. 

(b) The Confederate Records, collected by former Secretaries of 
Virginia Military Records, were transferred to the Library; and we esti- 
mate that it will require some one hundred and forty thousand cards to 
index the twenty large ledger volumes delivered, — these volumes con- 
taining copies of muster-rolls which had been collected from original and 
secondary sources. After the completion of this index, — which has been 
begun, but which will not be completed for more than a year yet, — we 
shall be able to give certificates for membership in the Daughters of the 
Confederacy, the Sons of Veterans, and for procuring the pensions pro- 
vided by the State for the widows and orphans of Confederate Soldiers ; 

(c) There was an all-round salary-increase of 20 per cent., which was 
more or less of a necessity, in view of current prices, and 
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(d) It was naturally very gratifying that the General Assembly 
should have officially designated me as "State Archivist"; yet I think that 
the more important phase of the matter is the fact that someone in the 
General Assembly evidently thought that this designation would be more 
in keeping with the importance and dignity of the work within the juris- 
diction of the Department, and so I rather feel that there is an awakening 
to a juster and a more equitable valuation of the work being done by the 
Archives Department. 

Finally, it should be stated that the archives are for public use, and 
especially so to persons who are desirous of joining organizations which 
require civil or political services by one's ancestor, which persons should 
write, or else come to the Library and make personal examination of the 
original documents proving said service by one's ancestor, — no matter 
whether that service be of the colonial. Revolutionary, War of 1812, or 
Confederate period (the last with the index qualification stated above). 

Morgan P. Robinson, 
State Archivist. 
July 6, 1918. 



